Australia (http://www.ala.org.au/) provide excellent examples of the utilities that can be built on the foundations of Australian biodiversity collections. But these utilities also highlight the importance of investing in the collections themselves to ensure high quality of the underlying data (i.e. identifications and locality data). Advances in information technology are proving transformative in how systematic botany is conducted. In particular, the intellectual capital embedded in accumulated botanical knowledge can be made broadly and rapidly accessible. A particular exciting development in this area is the shift to electronic floras. The online Flora of New Zealand (http://www.nzflora.info/) impressed conference participants, as did the progress of individual state eFloras in Australia, and the eFlora of Australia (Knapp 2016 ) is eagerly awaited. However, as Kevin Thiele discusses in this issue (Thiele 2016) , careful consideration of the implementation will help ensure that eFloras become a valuable part of our botanical capital.
The collection of articles in this special issue provides a snapshot of an engaging and far-ranging conference that presented a highly productive systematic botany community in Australasia, looking forward to a bright future. These articles present research at the forefront of systematic botany, including in developing novel approaches for answering research questions (Cross et al. 2016) , applications in phylogenetics (Cargill et al. 2016; Foster et al. 2016b) , biogeography (Schmidt-Lebuhn and Smith 2016) and taxonomy (Telford et al. 2016) . On behalf of the editors of Australian Systematic Botany, I am delighted to present this special issue and look forward to a continuing, close association between the journal and the Australasian Systematic Botany Society. 
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